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PROPOSAL FORM
A. Cover page	scroll over blue text to see further important instructions: [if not working select “COMMents on rollover” in your Word preferences under view] please read these.
N.B. ALL numbered categories in section (A) must be completed. Please do not use highlight to select choices within a category but simply delete the options that do not apply to your proposal (e.g. in A.2 if this is a course revision proposal, just delete the creation and deletion options and the various program ones, so it reads “course revision”) Do not delete any of the numbered categories—if they do not apply leave them blank. If there are no resources impacted, please put “none” in each A. 7 category. 
	A.1. Course or program
	[bookmark: Proposal]MUS 164 CHAMBER MUSIC ENSEMBLE 
MUS 307 Composition
	[bookmark: _MON_1418820125][bookmark: affecred]

	Replacing 
	[bookmark: Ifapplicable]NA
	

	A. 1b. Academic unit

	Faculty of Arts and Sciences 
	

	A.2. Proposal type
	[bookmark: type][bookmark: deletion][bookmark: revision]Course:  revision 
	

	A.3. Originator
	[bookmark: Originator]Todd Borgerding
	Home department
	[bookmark: home_dept]Music, Theatre and Dance

	A.4. Context and Rationale Must include additional information listed in smart tip for all new programs. If online course or program, you need to explain what mode(s) you plan to use and why you need that specific delivery. 
	[bookmark: Rationale]As part of a larger revision of the Music BA, we propose changing the credits awarded for these two courses.  

MUS 164 Chamber Ensembles is currently 1 cr, and we propose changing it to .5 cr.  This will achieve two things: it puts MUS 164 into alignment with the large ensembles (also .5cr), which meet for longer periods of time; and it will allow more students to register for these courses without overload since, with the large ensemble, their semester credit loads often reach 17.5.  This change affects only MUS 164. Students in the BM Performance will take four semesters of chamber ensembles (which will give them 2-4 credits depending on choice).  

MUS 307 Composition, currently 3cr., has in recent practice been replaced by the catch-all MUS 305, and offered as a seminar which can be repeated for credit.  This is how musical composition is taught across the country, since a single semester of study is a pedagogically unsound. We propose retitling the course as MUS 307 Composition Seminar, making it repeatable for credit, and taken for 1 or 2 credits.  This aligns the course with the credits awarded for applied study at the 100 (1 cr) or 200 (2 cr) levels.  The course will be part of the BA Composition concentration, where it will be part of a group of elective courses (9 credits): students would have the flexibility to take composition multiple semesters, and mix that with other choices in the category, or take theory courses since Composition (B) is being combined with Theory which is being deleted (D).  Students electing 1 cr (usually beginning students) would do less work than more advanced students (2 cr).

	A.5. Student impact
Must include to explain why this change is being made?
	[bookmark: student_impact]This will allow more students to register for MUS 164 without paying for extra tuition (and more students means a richer experience for all in the ensemble).  The change to MUS 307 allows RIC students to study composition over several semesters (best practice) and the reduction in credit allows them to do it without necessarily increasing credits to degree. 

	A.6. Impact on other programs 
	[bookmark: prog_impact]The credit change in MUS 164 has the potential to reduce the total credits in the BM MUSEd and MUS BM performance degrees by 1 (BMEd) or 2 credits (BM).  In those programs the chamber music component includes other classes (165, 166, and Opera Workshop remain at 1 cr, and so students electing those options would have the existing, higher credit count); there total credits will be adjusted accordingly on the catalog copy: BMEd goes from 98 to 97-98, and BM goes from  75-78 to 73-78.

	A.7. Resource impact
	Faculty PT & FT: 
	None

	
	Library:
	None

	
	Technology (for in person delivery)
	None


	
	Technology: (for online delivery. 
	
None

	
	Facilities:
	None

	A.8. Semester effective
	[bookmark: date_submitted]Fall 24
	 A.9. Rationale if sooner than next Fall
	[bookmark: Semester_effective]


B.  NEW OR REVISED COURSES FOR WHICH FULL CONTACT HOURS ARE MET IN PERSON and listed as such in the catalog. If the course will be also taught in other modes just fill out the questions that are noted at the top of sections C and/or D, as applicable.  Please note, that while the UCC requests information about a course’s modality, approval of the proposal does not constitute approval of any specific faculty to teach the course using that modality—that needs to be approved within the department/school.
DELETE SECTION B. IF THE PROPOSAL DOES NOT INCLUDE A NEW OR REVISED IN-PERSON COURSE. AS IN SECTION A. DO NOT HIGHLIGHT BUT SIMPLY DELETE SUGGESTED OPTIONS NOT BEING USED. ALWAYS FILL IN B. 1 AND B. 3 FOR CONTEXT. NOTE: COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES AND TOPICAL OUTLINES ONLY NEEDED FOR NEW OR SUBSTANTIALLY REVISED COURSES.
	
	Old (for revisions only)
ONLY include information that is being revised, otherwise leave blank. 
	New
Examples are provided within some of the boxes for guidance, delete just the examples that do not apply.

	B.1. Course prefix and number 
	[bookmark: cours_title]MUS 164
MUS 307
	MUS 164
MUS 307

	B.2. Cross listing number if any
	
	

	B.3. Course title 
	[bookmark: title]Chamber Music Ensemble 
Composition
	Chamber Music Ensemble
Composition Seminar

	B.4. Course description 
	[bookmark: description]
	

	B.5. Prerequisite(s)
	[bookmark: prereqs]
	

	B.6. Offered please read the screen tips to do this correctly, alternate 
	307 F  (even years)
	307 Fall | Spring

	B.7. Contact hours 
	[bookmark: contacthours]1 (164)
3 (307)
	1 (164)
1-2 (307)

	B.8. Credit hours
	[bookmark: credits]1 (164)
3 (307)
	.5 (164)
1-2 (307) 

	B.9. Justify differences if any
	[bookmark: differences]MUS 164 a full hour in class for .5 credits is usual for choruses



	B.10. Grading system 
	
	

	B.11.  Type of course 
	[bookmark: instr_methods]
	

	B.12.  CATEGORIES
       12. a. How to be used
	[bookmark: required]Required for major/minor  
	Required for major/minor  

	       12 b. Is this an Honors  
        course?
	NO
	NO

	       12. c. General Education
          N.B. Connections must include at            
          least 50% Standard Classroom
          instruction.
	[bookmark: ge]NO  

	NO 


	       12. d.  Writing in the 
       Discipline (WID)
	NO
	NO

	B.13. How will student performance be evaluated? 
	[bookmark: performance]
	

	[bookmark: class_size]B.14 Recommended class-size
	
	

	B.15. Redundancy statement
	[bookmark: competing]NA
	NA

	B. 16. Other changes, if any
	


G. Signatures
· Changes that affect General Education in any way MUST be approved by ALL Deans and COGE Chair.
· Changes that directly impact more than one department/program MUST have the signatures of all relevant department chairs, program directors, and their relevant dean (e.g. when creating/revising a program using courses from other departments/programs). Check UCC manual 4.2 for further guidelines on whether the signatures need to be approval or acknowledgement.
· Proposals that do not have appropriate approval signatures will not be considered. 
· Type in name of person signing and their position/affiliation.
· Send electronic files of this proposal and accompanying catalog copy to curriculum@ric.edu to the current Chair of UCC. Check UCC website for due dates. Do NOT convert to a .pdf.

G.1. Approvals: required from programs/departments/deans who originate the proposal. THESE may include multiple departments, e.g., for joint/interdisciplinary proposals. 
	Name
	Position/affiliation
	Signature
	Date

	Todd Borgerding
	Chair of  Music, Theatre and Dance
	Todd Borgerding 
	4/30/24

	Quenby Hughes
	Dean of FAS
	*Approved by email
	5/2/2024
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