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PROPOSAL FORM
A. Cover page	scroll over blue text to see further important instructions: [if not working select “COMMents on rollover” in your Word preferences under view] please read these.
N.B. ALL numbered categories in section (A) must be completed. Please do not use highlight to select choices within a category but simply delete the options that do not apply to your proposal (e.g. in A.2 if this is a course revision proposal, just delete the creation and deletion options and the various program ones, so it reads “course revision”) Do not delete any of the numbered categories—if they do not apply leave them blank. If there are no resources impacted please put “none” in each A. 7 category.
	A.1. Course or program
	[bookmark: Proposal]BA Communication concentration in Speech, Language, and HEaring Science 
	[bookmark: _MON_1418820125][bookmark: affecred]

	Replacing 
	[bookmark: Ifapplicable]N/a
	

	A. 1b. Academic unit

	Faculty of Arts and Sciences
	

	A.2. Proposal type
	[bookmark: revision]Program:  revision
	

	A.3. Originator
	[bookmark: Originator]Ted Jenkins
	Home department
	[bookmark: home_dept]Communication

	A.4. Context and Rationale 
Note: Must include additional information in smart tip for all new programs
	[bookmark: Rationale]
The following proposal is looking to drop two specific courses from the current required core courses for this concentration. For context, many of our students major in this concentration in order to apply for graduate school as a Speech Language Pathologist, Audiologist, or Speech Language Pathologist Assistant. The current curriculum was designed to provide the perquisite courses to get to this level. However, some of these courses are not relevant or have become redundant for a student working towards this goal. Specifically:

1. COMM 208 Public Speaking: Although, it is a good skill to have in general, again this isn’t relevant for a graduate application for this field. We propose to drop this requirement for this specific concentration.
2. COMM 251 Research Methods in Communication: This is a class to develop research and a knowledge of introductory statistics. In addition, we also require MATH 240 Statistical Methods I, because many graduate schools require an introductory stats course. We feel that this is also redundant, and propose dropping the COMM 251 requirement, and keeping just MATH 240.
3. Creating two restricted electives out of three previously existing and required courses for this concentration (and will add the possibility of a COMM 450 Topics option which we have offered once in the past as an elective, but plan to establish as a permanent course next year—see note below):

a. COMM 429 Intro to Clinical Processes OR COMM479 Communication Internship) [previously required]
b. COMM 422 Language Processes [previously required]

Additional elective:
c. COMM 450: Topics

Students will pick any two of these courses for the restricted elective requirement. Not all of these courses are offered annually, so this flexibility will cater better towards a student’s graduation goal/schedule.

The COMM 450 Topics class for SLHS was offered previously Fall 2020 for SLHS students in the area of “Neuroscience” for students interested in applying for graduate school in Speech-Language Pathology. The rationale for offering it was that many graduate schools require it as a pre-requisite for admission. We intend to submit a future proposal to have it incorporated as an official course to the Communication Department for the UCC’s consideration in the next academic year.

Additionally, the rationale for creating this new elective component is for students to adjust their academic plan for their specific graduate school goals. Every graduate program is slightly different for what they require for pre-requisite undergraduate course requirements. For example, all accredited SLHS graduate programs by the American Speech-Language Hearing Association (ASHA; asha.org) require core courses that we already offer at RIC (e.g., COMM319 (Phonetics and Phonology), COMM421 (Speech and Hearing Science), etc.). But not all require COMM450 topics class in Neuroscience. Additionally, COMM422 (Language Processes) which deals with more specific language disorders (issues with reading and writing, and developing intervention plans in school settings). A graduate degree in SLHS enables students to work in a wide variety of environments and demographics. Allowing our RIC students to have a background and choice of their interested field gives them the opportunity to  better position themselves to their favored graduate programs and professional careers.

These changes will drop the required credits for the major from 53-54 to 46-47 (depending on the restricted elective courses selected).


	A.5. Student impact
Must include to explain why this change is being made?
	[bookmark: student_impact]This will make it easier for students to finish the major sooner. We have many transfer students that come into the program later in their academic career (e.g., junior). Additionally, as mentioned in A.4 not all of these courses are offered as regularly as every other semester. This would aid students getting to their graduation goals quicker.

	A.6. Impact on other programs 
	[bookmark: prog_impact]The only anticipated impact on other programs/concentrations in the department, would be that SLHS students would not have to take COMM 208 and COMM 251, which other communication majors do have to take. This may slightly affect the size of those regularly offered classes.

	A.7. Resource impact
	Faculty PT & FT: 
	None

	
	Library:
	None

	
	Technology
	None

	
	Facilities:
	None

	A.8. Semester effective
	[bookmark: date_submitted]Fall 2023
	 A.9. Rationale if sooner than next Fall
	[bookmark: Semester_effective]N/A

	A.10. INSTRUCTIONS FOR CATALOG COPY:  Use the Word copy versions of the catalog sections found on the UCC Forms and Information page. Cut and paste into a single file ALL the relevant pages from the college catalog that need to be changed. Use tracked changes feature to show how the catalog will be revised as you type in the revisions. If totally new copy, indicate where it should go in the catalog. If making related proposals a single catalog copy that includes all changes is preferred. Send catalog copy as a separate single Word file along with this form. NONE, there are no changes in the course numbers or titles.


	A.11. List here (with the relevant urls), any RIC website pages that will need to be updated (to which your department does not have access) if this proposal is approved, with an explanation as to what needs to be revised:  Academic Rhode Map for SLHS will need to be updated for the website.


	A. 12 Check to see if your proposal will impact any of our transfer agreements, and if it does explain in what way. Please indicate clearly what will need to be updated. NONE


	A. 13 Check the section that lists “Possible NECHE considerations” on the UCC Forms and Information page and if any apply, indicate what that might be here and contact Institutional Research for further guidance. NONE



C. Program Proposals   Complete only what is relevant to your proposal. Delete section C  if not needed. PLease add in the 2020 CIP number for MAJOR revisions or new programs in C. 2; these can be found at https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/browse.aspx?y=56 consult with Institutional research to be sure you select the correct one.

	
	Old (for revisions only)
	New/revised

	C.1. Enrollments 
Must be completed.
	[bookmark: enrollments]30-40 (Based off data from last few years)
	25-30 (Projected for the coming academic year)

	[bookmark: CIPnumber]C. 2. 2020 CIP number
	
	

	C.3. Admission requirements
	[bookmark: admissions]
	

	C.4. Retention requirements
	[bookmark: retention]
	

	C.5. Course requirements for each program option. Show the course requirements for the whole program here.
	[bookmark: course_reqs][bookmark: 8EEDDB2D20534F658E4B485C7128B535]E. Speech, Language, and Hearing Science
	COMM 208
	Public Speaking
	4
	F, Sp

	COMM 251W
	Research Methods in Communication
	4
	F, Sp

	COMM 255W
	Introduction to Language
	4
	Sp

	COMM 305
	Introduction to Communication Disorders
	3
	F

	COMM 319
	Phonetics and Phonology
	4
	F

	COMM 320W
	Speech and Language Development
	4
	F

	COMM 323
	Introduction to Audiology
	3
	F

	COMM 325
	Anatomy and Physiology: Speech and Hearing
	4
	Sp

	COMM 421
	Speech and Hearing Science
	4
	Sp

	COMM 422
	Language Processes
	4
	As needed

	
	 
	
	

	COMM 429
	Introduction to the Clinical Process
	3
	As needed

	
	-Or-
	
	

	COMM 479
	Communication Internship
	4
	F, Sp, Su


[bookmark: CAFBD45F59954C488DB90E3811817EB5]
Cognates
	BIOL 100
	Fundamental Concepts of Biology
	4
	F, Sp, Su

	MATH 240
	Statistical Methods I
	4
	F, Sp, Su

	
	 
	
	

	PHYS 110
	Introductory Physics
	4
	Sp, F, Su

	
	-Or-
	
	

	CHEM 103
	General Chemistry I
	4
	F, Sp, Su



	E. Speech, Language, and Hearing Science
	COMM 255W
	Introduction to Language
	4
	Sp

	COMM 305
	Introduction to Communication Disorders
	3
	F

	COMM 319
	Phonetics and Phonology
	4
	F

	COMM 320W
	Speech and Language Development
	4
	F

	COMM 323
	Introduction to Audiology
	3
	F

	COMM 325
	Anatomy and Physiology: Speech and Hearing
	4
	Sp

	COMM 421
	Speech and Hearing Science
	4
	Sp



TWO COURSES from
	COMM 422
	Language Processes
	4

	COMM 429
	Introduction to the Clinical Process
	3

	COMM 450
	Topics
	4

	COMM 479
	Communication Internship
	4



Cognates
	BIOL 100
	Fundamental Concepts of Biology
	4
	F, Sp, Su

	MATH 240
	Statistical Methods I
	4
	F, Sp, Su

	
	 
	
	

	PHYS 110
	Introductory Physics
	4
	Sp, F, Su

	
	-Or-
	
	

	CHEM 103
	General Chemistry I
	4
	F, Sp, Su




	C.6. Credit count for each program option
	[bookmark: credit_count]53-54
	46-47

	C.7. Program Accreditation (if relevant)
	
	

	C.8 Is it possible that the program will be more than 50% online (includes hybrid)?*
	NO
	NO

	C.9 Will any classes be offered at sites other than RIC campus or the RI Nursing Ed. Center?*
	NO
	NO

	C. 10. Do these revisions reflect more than 25% change to the program?* 
	NO
	NO

	C.11.  Program goals
Needed for all new programs
	
	

	C.12.  Other changes if any
	
	


* If answered YES to either of these questions will need to inform Institutional Research and get their acknowledgement on the signature page.
D. SIGNATURES
· Changes that affect General Education in any way MUST be approved by ALL Deans and COGE Chair.
· Changes that directly impact more than one department/program MUST have the signatures of all relevant department chairs, program directors, and their relevant dean (e.g. when creating/revising a program using courses from other departments/programs). Check UCC manual 4.2 for further guidelines on whether the signatures need to be approval or acknowledgement.
· Proposals that do not have appropriate approval signatures will not be considered. 
· Type in name of person signing and their position/affiliation.
· Send electronic files of this proposal and accompanying catalog copy to curriculum@ric.edu to the current Chair of UCC. Check UCC website for due dates. Do NOT convert to a .pdf.

D.1. Approvals: required from programs/departments/deans who originate the proposal. THESE may include multiple departments, e.g., for joint/interdisciplinary proposals. 
	Name
	Position/affiliation
	Signature
	Date

	Ted Jenkins
	Program Director of SLHS
	*approved by email
	4/7/2023

	Giselle Auger
	Chair of Communication
	*Approved by email
	4/8/2023

	Earl Simson
	Dean of FAS
	*Approved by email
	4/11/2023
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