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[bookmark: 8380ABDF4896495EAFC6E97EE0056689]Political Science


Department of Political Science
Department Chair: Michelle Brophy-Baermann
Department Faculty: Professors Hofhansel, Linde; Associate Professors Brophy-Baermann, Schmeling; Assistant Professors Leviss, Noh, Rogol, 
A 2.0 GPA in the major at graduation is required for the B.A. in political science. Students must consult with their assigned advisor before they will be able to register for courses.
[bookmark: 20339D95B7CB485AA1D5FA59FF7C718C]Political Science B.A.
[bookmark: 1858D0D0CF6B43DCA747EC0F885E324B]Course Requirements
[bookmark: A60D407F6F2E403CAD0D820392D5C698]Required Courses
	POL 202
	American Government
	4
	F, Sp, Su

	POL 203
	Global Politics
	4
	F, Sp

	POL 204
	Introduction to Political Thought
	4
	F, Sp

	POL 300
	Methodology in Political Science
	4
	F, Sp

	POL 308W
	Current Political ControversyResearch and Writing in Political Science
	4
	F, Sp


[bookmark: A39101B4E93C4B0EA46DE31E9E782A24]AT LEAST SIX ADDITIONAL political science courses at the 300-level or above
Note: POL 208 may also be taken to fulfill part of this requirement. 
At least two courses must be from the following: 
	POL 301W
	Foundations of Public Administration
	4
	F

	POL 306
	State and Local Government
	4
	Every third semester

	POL 307
	Political Behavior
	4
	F (even years)

	POL 309
	Gender and Politics in the U.S.
	4
	As needed

	POL 318
	Crises of Liberalism
	4
	F

	POL 331
	Courts and Public Policy
	4
	F

	POL 333
	Law and Politics of Civil Rights
	4
	Annually

	POL 334
	Contemporary Constitutional Problems
	4
	Sp (alternate years)

	POL 342
	The Politics of Global Economic Change
	4
	Every third semester

	POL 345
	International NGOs and Nonprofits
	4
	F

	POL 346
	Foreign Policy
	4
	As needed

	POL 353
	Parties and Elections
	4
	F, of election years

	POL 354
	Interest Group Politics
	4
	F (alternate years)

	POL 355
	Policy Formation Process
	4
	Sp

	POL 358
	The American Congress
	4
	Every third semester

	POL 359
	Politics and the Media
	4
	As needed


Note: It is recommended that these courses be taken following POL 300 and POL 308W.
Total Credit Hours: 40-44
Internship
The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to undertake internship experiences as part of their undergraduate education. Every fall, spring, and summer the department offers a twelve-week internship for students in political science, public administration, justice studies, gerontology, and other programs. Students are placed in federal, state, and local government agencies; in private sector public service organizations; and in organizations engaged in campaigns or political advocacy. To enroll in this internship, students should register for POL 328.
In addition, under the auspices of the Rhode Island State Internship Program, the department offers a twelve-week internship every spring semester, placing students with individual members of the Rhode Island state legislature or with members of the executive and judicial branches of state government. To enroll in this internship, students should register for POL 327.
The London Course
The London Course is the study of British politics, government, and culture, as well as urban geography and city planning in London. The course is divided into two components—a six-week proseminar at Rhode Island College during Summer Session I, followed by a three-week stay in London during July in conjunction with South Bank University. The stay in Europe includes trips to the House of Commons, Cambridge University, the Home Counties, and Paris.
[bookmark: 99301833207A41CEBFE69039C772EE64]Political Science Minor
[bookmark: 897D2EC4640D44FE8617F33D9C611C2E]Course Requirements
The minor in political science consists of a minimum of 18 credit hours, as follows:
[bookmark: 8B376D86BF8847CE971B0B5EC1C7872D]Courses
TWO COURSES from:
	POL 202
	American Government
	4
	F, Sp, Su

	POL 203
	Global Politics
	4
	F, Sp

	POL 204
	Introduction to Political Thought
	4
	F, Sp


and additional Political Science courses at the 300- or 400-level, with the exception of PBAD 325.
Total Credit Hours: 18







[bookmark: AA465D7EC1844B7EBB073BA21E6DDA77]POL - Political Science
[bookmark: 05897788D47943E08B2B4D1A0D5C37DE]POL 202 - American Government (4)
The institutions and principles of American national government are examined. Topics include the constitutional foundation, federalism, political parties, Congress, the presidency, the Supreme Court, and civil rights.
General Education Category: Social and Behavioral Sciences.
Offered:  Fall, Spring, Summer.
[bookmark: 039CCDD1BBCF4527B9A46FC8CD46CCD0]POL 203 - Global Politics (4)
This is an introduction to the governance of other contemporary national political systems and to the forces, principles, and transnational arrangements of international politics.
General Education Category: Social and Behavioral Sciences.
Offered:  Fall, Spring.
[bookmark: DCC253981CDE461294DC022CA0B7BBAE]POL 204 - Introduction to Political Thought (4)
Fundamental concepts and issues of philosophy and political theory are investigated. Basic precepts about authority, law, government, and the terms of obligation are examined in light of contemporary concerns.
General Education Category: Social and Behavioral Sciences.
Offered:  Fall, Spring.
[bookmark: 50B6E6F7495345258070DDA1AEE2F538]POL 208 - Introduction to the Law (4)
Students are introduced to the legal system, the nature of legal reasoning and the roles of judges, juries, legislatures and others in shaping the law.
Offered:  Fall, Spring.
[bookmark: F7262CCBCBDD4E59B39180F6B6DA7A8E]POL 262 - Power and Community (4)
Students study normative and empirical aspects of the concepts of “power” and “community.” Examples of power relations in a variety of contexts and settings will be compared.
General Education Category: Connections.
Prerequisite: FYS 100, FYW 100/FYW 100P/FYW 100H and 45 credit hours.
Offered:  Fall, Spring, Summer.
[bookmark: 1DE03770E23F48AA90379EC631949342]POL 265 - Politics and Popular Culture: Global Perspectives (4)
Students investigate the intersection of politics and popular culture in Western and non-Western societies by examining entertainment values, their relationship to political culture and behavior, and the debate over globalization.
General Education Category: Core 4.
Prerequisite: Gen. Ed. Core 1, 2, and 3.
Offered: Annually.
[bookmark: 04AC8E7B73E345E29C38E7435BBF5A67]POL 267 - Immigration, Citizenship, and National Identity (4)
Students investigate how different societies have dealt with citizenship and immigration issues and how conceptions of nationhood influence citizenship and immigration debates.
General Education Category: Connections.
Prerequisite: FYS 100, FYW 100/FYW 100P/FYW 100H and 45 credit hours.
Offered: Annually.
[bookmark: 0122652899C54C07B86A1870DF129BAA]POL 300 - Methodology in Political Science (4)
The approaches and methods of empirical political science research are surveyed. Emphasis is on research design, data collection, and interpretation.
General Education Category: Advanced Quantitative/Scientific Reasoning.
Prerequisite: POL 202 and any Gen. Ed. Mathematics course, or consent of department chair.
Offered:  Fall, Spring.
[bookmark: 2A83782D16754BF5AA1BB15F124A42BE]POL 301W - Foundations of Public Administration (4)
The art and science of public administration is introduced. Focus is on the administrative leadership necessary to manage government agencies within the American political system. This is a Writing in the Discipline (WID) course.
Prerequisite: POL 202 or consent of department chair.
Offered:  Fall.
[bookmark: 0570A540B4194A409C2AB416725432FA]POL 303 - International Law and Organization (4)
Both twentieth-century international organization and the place of evolving international law are considered with respect to the settlement of disputes and the maintenance of peace.
Prerequisite: POL 203 or consent of department chair.
Offered:  Spring.
[bookmark: 4AABA8575E9542DBB8BC3774E2C7912B]POL 306 - State and Local Government (4)
Students examine the political structures, processes, policies, and power distributions in state and local governments in the United States. Topics include intergovernmental relations, executive leadership, and legislative policy making.
Prerequisite: POL 202 or consent of department chair.
Offered:  Every third semester.
[bookmark: 35C2B7053EED4A77960B86A6132BFF21]POL 307 - Political Behavior (4)
Students examine how individuals interact with the American political system. Topics include political socialization, political psychology, public opinion, voting behavior, and other forms of mass political participation.
Prerequisite: POL 202.
Offered:  Fall (even years).
[bookmark: 61BF1381F2F340CCA17D278F6F8BBA54]POL 308W - Research and Writing in Political Science Current Political Controversy (4)
Students develop research and writing skills in political science. Students will also be introduced to political science research methods. This is a Writing in the Discipline (WID) course.Students learn the art and science of political analysis by critically reading and writing about political controversies currently in the news while learning to use the tools and data available to political scientists. This is a Writing in the Discipline (WID) course.

Prerequisite: POL 202 and completion of 30 credits.
Offered:  Fall, Spring.
[bookmark: 7DC0FB9FB53F423A90B54BE1E4A003B4]POL 309 - Gender and Politics in the U.S. (4)
Focus is on the increasing involvement of women in the politics and issues of contemporary America. Women's political socialization, voting behavior and political roles in government are also discussed.



