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Fact Book, 2015-2016 Introduction 
 

We are pleased to present the 2015-16 Fact Book.  This document continues to serve as a source of official data 
about all facets of the college—admissions, enrollment, finances, faculty, etc.  When you need statistical and oth-
er kinds of factual information about RIC to report to an external agency, to support college/departmental/unit 
planning, or simply to fulfill your curiosity, we ask that you consult the Fact Book first.   
 
As comprehensive and detailed as the Fact Book is, we know it will not answer every question you may have 
about the college.  Accordingly, we are able to provide additional information on an ad hoc basis, as time and re-
sources allow.  In addition, we are always open to suggestions on how we can make the Fact Book more reflec-
tive of the data needs of the Rhode Island College community.  We see this as an evolving document.  
 
Finally, we would like to thank the many offices and individuals that help us to prepare the Fact Book each year 
by providing us with information, verifying the accuracy of the data that appear in the document, and making sug-
gestions for improvement.  We would like to acknowledge the contributions of the following and their staff: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Office of Institutional Research & Planning, 
May 2016 

 
Pamela Christman, Information Services 
Robert Eaton, Budget Office 
Kimberly Fiore, Alumni Affairs 
Kevin Fitta, Capital Planning 
Tovah Reis, Adams Library 
Lisa Smolski, Office of Research and Grants 
Melissa Souza, Controller’s Office 
Don Tencher, Athletics 
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RHODE ISLAND COLLEGE TIMELINE 

1854 RI State Normal School, 8th in U.S., opens in Providence in rented space on the corner of Weybosset 

and Eddy Streets 

1857 Normal School moves to Bristol 

1865 General Assembly ends funding, Normal School in hiatus 

1866 State-subsidized teacher instruction begins at Providence Conference Seminary (East Greenwich) 

and Lapham Institute (Scituate) 

1871 General Assembly re-authorizes Normal School, re-opens on Hoyle Square in Providence 

1878 Normal School moves to its first state-owned home, the former Providence High School on Benefit 

Street 

1887 RI Normal School Alumni Association established 

1893 First Model and Training School opens, corner of Halsey & Benefit Streets, Providence 

1898 New purpose-built Normal School dedicated on Smith Hill 

1908 Admission limited to high school graduates 

1910 First student government established 

1920 Institution becomes RI College of Education, baccalaureate program established 

1922 First baccalaureate degrees awarded; five students receive B.Ed. 

1924 First advanced degrees awarded; two students receive M.Ed. 

1927 Class of ’27 establishes anchor as school symbol, representing symbol on state flag 

1927 Student newspaper, The Anchor, publishes first edition 

1929 First yearbook, Ricoled, is published 

1929 Men’s basketball inaugurated as first intercollegiate sport 

1942 Secondary school curriculum established 

1943 Accreditation by American Association of Teachers Colleges 

1958 New $5.6 million Mount Pleasant campus opens 

1958 College is accredited by New England Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools 

1959 Undergraduate enrollment exceeds 1,000 for first time 

1960 Name changed to “Rhode Island College”; mission expanded to comprehensive state college 

1963 Council of Rhode Island College established 

1963 First Bachelor of Arts degrees awarded 

1964 Departmental Honors Program established 

1965 Rhode Island College Foundation established 

1966 Upward Bound Program established 

1968 Master of Arts degree is introduced 

1969 Nursing program approved 

1971 First separate commencement ceremony for advanced degrees 

1972 Faculty vote AFT for collective bargaining purposes 

1974 Student Community Government (SCG) officially incorporated 

1976 Women’s Center established 

1979 School of Social Work officially established 

1987 RIC becomes charter member of NCAA Division III’s Little East Conference 

1989 Center for Industrial Technology established (would become Center for Management and Technolo-

gy in 1994, School of Management and Technology in 2002, School of Management in 2005) 

1992 Walsh Center destroyed by fire 

1999 College confers first doctoral degrees as two Ph.D. in Education degrees are awarded 

2007 School of Nursing established 

2010 Voters approve $17 million to rebuild and expand the Art Center 

2012 Voters approve largest-ever bond issue for RIC - $50 million for classroom building renovation & ex-

pansion 

2014 President Barack Obama becomes first sitting US President to visit RIC 

2015 First commencement held off campus since 1958 
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PRINCIPALS AND PRESIDENTS 

 SUCCESSION YEARS SERVED NAME AND TITLE 

1
st

 Principal 1854-1859 Dana Pond Colburn, Principal 

  1859-1860 Daniel Goodwin, Provisional Principal 

  1860 Hannah W. Goodwin, Principal Pro-Tem 

2
nd

 Principal 1860-1864 Joshua Kendall, Principal 

  1865 Eleanor R. Luther, Assistant Principal 

  1865-1871 [operations suspended] 

3
rd

 Principal 1871-1883 James Carruthers Greenough, Principal 

  1883-1884 Thomas B. Stockwell, Acting Principal 

4
th

 Principal 1884-1888 Thomas J. Morgan, Principal 

5
th

 Principal 1889-1892 George Abner Littlefield, Principal 

6
th

 Principal 1892-1898 William Edward Wilson, Principal 

7
th

 Principal 1898-1901 Fred Gowing, Principal 

8
th

 Principal 1901-1907 Charles Sumner Chapin, Principal 

9
th

 Principal, 
1

st
 President 

1908-1939 John Lincoln Alger, Principal and President 

  1939 Robert Marshall Brown, Acting President 

2
nd

 President 1939-1951 Lucius Albert Whipple, President 

  1951-1952 Frederick Joseph Donovan, Acting President 

3
rd

 President 1952-1966 William Clement Gaige, President 

  1966-1968 Charles Borromeo Willard, Acting President 

4
th

 President 1968-1973 Joseph Frank Kauffman, President 

  1973 Charles Borromeo Willard, Acting President 

5
th

 President 1973-1977 Charles Borromeo Willard, President 

6
th

 President 1977-1984 David Emery Sweet, President 

  1984-1985 John Nazarian, Acting President 

7
th

 President 1986-1989 Carol Jean Guardo, President 

  1990 John Nazarian, Acting President 

8
th

 President 1990-2008 John Nazarian, President 

9
th

 President 2008- Nancy E. Carriuolo, President 
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RHODE ISLAND COLLEGE 

Mission Statement 

As a leading regional public college, Rhode Island College personalizes higher education of 
the finest quality for undergraduate and graduate students.  We offer vibrant programs in arts 
and sciences, business, and professional disciplines within a supportive, respectful, and di-
verse community.  Dedicated faculty engage students in learning, research, and career attain-
ment, and our innovative curricula and co-curricula foster intellectual curiosity and prepare an 
educated citizenry for responsible leadership. 

Vision Statement 

Rhode Island College will be recognized as an outstanding institution of higher education that 
is valued for high-impact programs and educational practices that prepare Rhode Island's di-
verse population; for meaningful learning experiences that foster student retention and com-
pletion and support professional development; and for its partnerships that strengthen under-
graduate, graduate, and co-curricular programs.  The college will be known for the expertise 
and leadership of its faculty, students, and alumni; for its adaptability to the changing social 
and economic environment; and for its collective impact on Rhode Island's economy and cul-
ture. 
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RHODE ISLAND COUNCIL ON POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION 2015-2016 

  

Council Members 
Current Term  

Expires 

    

Barbara S. Cottam, Chair, RI Board of Education 
serves at pleasure of 

the Governor 

William Foulkes, Chair, Council on Postsecondary Education Jan. 31, 2018 

Michael H. Bernstein Jan. 31, 2017 

Dennis J. Duffy, Esq. Jan. 31, 2017 

Hon. Thomas J. Izzo Jan. 31, 2017 

Judy A. Ouellette Jan. 31, 2016 

Kerry I. Rafanelli, Esq. Jan. 31, 2016 

John J. Smith, Jr. Jan. 31, 2016 

Rt. Rev. Jeffery A. Williams, D.Min. Jan. 31, 2018 
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